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Overview

**Google Graveyard: Key Concepts**

**Digital Sunsetting:** The process by which digital products or services are discontinued and
removed.

**Google Graveyard:** A metaphorical term referring to the large number of Google products that have
been shut down.

**404 Error:** A standard HTTP response code indicating that the client was able to communicate with
a given server, but did not find what was requested. Symbolizes digital loss.

**Cultural Artifact:** The article frames the "Google Graveyard" not just as a list, but as something that
reflects and reveals aspects of our digital culture and existence.

**Rented Land:** The concept that much of our digital presence (memories, work, creativity) exists on
platforms we don't truly own, making them vulnerable to corporate decisions.

• **The Archivist & The Dead Channel**

**The Archivist:** The host of *The Dead Channel* podcast, who explores the impact of digital product
discontinuation.

**The Dead Channel:** A podcast that discusses the discontinuation of digital products and the
emotional and cultural implications.

**Personal Loss:** The article emphasizes that the most impactful stories from the Google Graveyard
are not about business strategy, but about the personal grief and disruption caused by lost services.

**Fractured Memory:** The loss of curated digital content, like playlists, where the order and emotional
significance are lost during migration or discontinuation.

**Case Study: Google Play Music & "Rainy Day Codes"**

**Google Play Music:** A specific Google product that was discontinued.

**YouTube Music:** The successor platform to Google Play Music.

**Loss of Order:** During the migration from Google Play Music to YouTube Music, the specific
sequence of songs in a curated playlist ("Rainy Day Codes") was lost, highlighting the destruction of
personal arrangement.

**Algorithm vs. Personal Memory:** The article contrasts how algorithms process data with the
deeply personal and emotional significance of curated content, which can be lost when platforms
change.
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